
 
 
 
 Kirksville Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Policy of Standards for Review, and for Design Guidelines 
 
 
Standards for Review  
 
In considering an application for a building or demolition permit or for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness, the Kirksville Historic Preservation Commission shall be 
guided in principal by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, as follows, in 
addition to any design guidelines in the ordinance designating the Landmark or 
Historic District.  Applications, standards for review and design guidelines shall 
be available in the Office of the City Clerk for distribution to the public. 
 
    1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use  
 that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building  
 and its site and environment. 
 
    2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The  
 removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that  
 characterize a property shall be avoided. 
 
    3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place,  
 and use.  Changes that create a false sense of historical development,  
 such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other 
 buildings shall not be undertaken. 
 
    4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired 
 historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 
 
    5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
 craftsmanship that characterizes a historic property shall be preserved. 
 
    6. Deteriorated historic features should be repaired rather than replaced.   
 Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive 
 feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and 
 other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of  
 missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or  
 pictorial evidence. 
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    7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause  
 damage to historic materials shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of  
 structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means  
 possible. 
 
    8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be  
 protected and preserved.  If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation 
 measures shall be undertaken. 
 
    9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
 destroy historic materials that characterize the property.  The new work  
 shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the  
 massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic  
 integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
  10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be  
 undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential  
 form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be  
 unimpaired. 
 
 
 
Design Guidelines 
 
Design guidelines for applying the criteria for review of Certificates of 
Appropriateness shall, at a minimum, consider the following architectural criteria: 
 
    1.   Height – The height of any proposed alteration or construction should be 
 compatible with the style and character of the Landmark and with  
 surrounding structures in a Historic District. 
 
    2.   Proportions of Windows and Doors – The proportions and relationships 
 between doors and windows should be compatible with the architectural  
 style and character of the Landmark and with surrounding structures  
 within a Historic District. 
 
    3. Relationship of Building Masses and Spaces – The set back and  
 relationship of a structure within a Historic District to the open space  
 between it and adjoining structures should be compatible. 
 
    4. Roof Shape – The design of the roof should be compatible with the  
 architectural style and character of the Landmark, and with surrounding  
 structures in a Historic District. 
 



 
    5. Landscaping – Landscaping should be compatible with the architectural 
 character and appearance of the Landmark and or surrounding structures  
 and landscapes in Historic Districts. 
 
    6. Scale – The scale of the structure after alteration, construction, or partial 
 demolition should be compatible with its architectural style and character 
 and with surrounding structures in a Historic District. 
 
    7. Directional Expression – Facades in Historic Districts should blend with  
 other structures with regard to directional expression.  Structures in a 
 Historic District should be compatible with the dominant horizontal or  
 vertical expression of surrounding structures.  The directional expression  
 of a Landmark after alteration, construction, or partial demolition should be 
 compatible with its original architectural style and character. 
 
    8. Architectural Details – Architectural details including materials, colors, 
 and textures should be treated so as to make a Landmark compatible with 
 its original architectural style and character and to preserve and enhance  
 the architectural style or character of a Landmark or Historic District. 
 
    9. Signage – The character of signs should be in keeping with the historic 
 architectural character of a Landmark or Historic District.  Character of a 
 sign includes the number, size, area, scale, location, type, (e.g., off-site 
 advertising signs and on-site business signs), letter size or style, and 
 intensity and type of illumination. 
 
  10. Minimum Maintenance – Significant features should be kept in a  
 condition of good repair and maintenance.  All structural and mechanical  
 systems should be maintained in a condition and state of repair that will 
 prevent decay, deterioration or damage to significant features, or 
 otherwise adversely affect the historic or architectural character of  
 structures within a Historic District. 
 
 
 


